Oyster Fishery Restoration Officer – South East Galway Catchment
Cuan Beo Environmental CLG
Part-time Contract
Background
Cuan Beo, is a community based not-for-profit CLG established with a mission of improving
the quality of life, environment, economy and heritage around Galway Bay. The aim of Cuan
Beo is to raise awareness of importance of water quality to those living in the catchment of
Galway Bay and those governing it.
Cuan Beo was formed by local maritime communities and many who make a living from the
sea. Our members believe that water quality underpins the local environment, economy and
society and are conscious of the demise of this resource especially noticeable in the oyster
fishery. Our activities raise awareness of the links between land and sea and the effect that
people living on land have on the maritime resource.
As part of our activities in oyster restoration in Galway Bay, we have joined forces with
partners across Europe to address the issue of water quality and the demise of the oyster
throughout European coastal waters. In Galway Bay, lack of consolidated data makes it
difficult to manage the fishery and to track and predict water quality, salinity and to identify
and predict when conditions are favourable for outbreaks of Harmful Algal Blooms (HABs).
This hinders oyster restoration efforts and is damaging to the local fishing industry as product
recall is costly and disruptive.
Recently, Cuan Beo was funded under the EU Horizon H2020-SPACE-2018 call to address this
issue. The FORCOAST Project aims to use Copernicus Satellite data to provide information
services that offer high resolution water quality and met-ocean indicators in coastal and
nearshore areas, to improve operation, planning and management of different marine
activities including oyster ground restoration.

Oyster Fishery Restoration Officer position
Applications are invited for the post of Oyster Fishery Restoration Officer to work with Cuan
Beo and its partners on the Galway Bay trial area as part of the ForCoast project. The person
appointed will be responsible for supporting the oyster restoration activities carried out by
Cuan Beo and will work in close collaboration with our local partner, the Marine Institute and
with the local community, community groups, local agencies and academics with an interest
in water quality in Galway Bay.
Inner Galway Bay is a case study within FORCOAST. The Marine Institute will develop a highresolution circulation model and other modelling services for the case study. Part of the
project officer’s responsibility will be to acquire new data and compile existing salinity,
temperature and freshwater flow rate data for model validation. The output of these models
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will be provided on a platform/interface that will be used by oyster farmers and fishermen in
Galway Bay. The officer will publicise the platform and liaise with local groups on their user
requirements.
The position is offered on a part time basis (24 hours per week) and a pro rata salary of
€39,500 per annum for a two-year term commencing April 1st, 2020 finishing March 31st,
2022.
1. Role and responsibilities
The main role and responsibilities of the Oyster Fishery Restoration Officer will include:
















Project management and administration of the ForCoast project on behalf of Cuan Beo
Liaise with our international project partners
Collecting, correlating and analysing existing data relating to Galway Bay extending from
Ballyloughane in the North to Blackhead in the South
Collection and reporting of new salinity, temperature and freshwater flow rate data for
inner Galway Bay
Consultation with partners including the Ocean Science and Fisheries Services within the
Marine Institute
Consultation with local communities, fishermen and fisheries, farmers and other
businesses associated with the maritime environment related to development
opportunities and needs
Consultation with state agencies including the EPA, the SFPA, Dept. of Environment and
Housing, Dept of Agriculture, Galway County Council, Geological Survey Ireland and other
agencies and stakeholders involved with the marine environment
Organisation and management of meetings with stakeholders
Engagement with academic organisations involved with the marine environment
including NUI Galway, Galway-Mayo Institute of Technology and local schools
Support the work of Cuan Beo in outreach and educational programmes
Represent Cuan Beo at ForCoast project meetings. These may include local and
international travel within Europe.
Planning and organising networking and training events e.g. for community groups,
fishery groups and the
Preparation of promotional content (brochures, fliers, video, etc) for Cuan Beo including
updating the website, other social media tools including Facebook and Twitter
Presentations at trainings and events promoting the work of Cuan Beo and the ForCoast
project

2. Required competences and qualifications
 A primary degree in relevant subjects including Science or Engineering
 A minimum of 3-years relevant work experience
 Experience in management and analysis of large data sets
 Possess strong computer, IT, social media and digital platform skills
 Experience of or knowledge of the use of environmental sensors for automated data
acquisition
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Possess good knowledge of marine fisheries, mariculture and oyster cultivation
techniques
Have a strong understanding of the sustainable development of the aquatic environment
Good knowledge of local government and other state bodies and their role in promoting
sustainable development and rural and community development programmes
Full clean Irish driving licence
Good verbal and written communication skills
Proven ability to:
- Be self-motivated with ability to work unsupervised and independently
- Work well with others as part of a team
- Deal with new tasks and adapt quickly to new work practices in a team environment
- Be open and receptive to new information and be able to deal with changing demands
within the work environment including periodic evening and weekend work
- Work in a client/stakeholder-focused environment
- Build effective entrepreneurial relationships and partnerships
- Prioritise tasks and work schedules effectively

3. Desirable competencies
Good knowledge of oceanographic modelling and simulation methods
Experience in design and operation of large-scale field experiments
4.
5. Satur

Please submit an electronic letter of application outlining how your qualifications, skills and
experience match the requirements of the position together with your most recent Curriculum
Vitae to cuanbeo@gmail.com
Please include ‘ForCoast Oyster Fishery Restoration Officer’ in the subject line.
CLOSING DATE FOR RECEIPT OF APPLICATIONS: 5:00 p.m. Saturday 29th February

Please note you may be asked to provide evidence of the level of your qualifications and copy
of certificates verifying qualifications and/or transcripts. Original certificates will be required
prior to any appointment.
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